
 
  Connect, Challenge, Compete, Cheer and Congratulate 

United Kennel Club, Inc. Breeder’s Code of Ethics 

 
The United Kennel Club, Inc., requests that all breeders subscribe to the following Code of Ethics to 
promote and foster the highest standards among breeders, owners and fanciers, and to encourage 
sportsmanship and cooperation in the improvement and advancement of UKC registered breeds. 
 
RECORDS 
 
I am familiar with, and follow, the “UKC Kennel Requirements.” I will keep accurate records, and retain 
those records for a minimum of five years. These records will include: stud service contracts, pedigrees, 
all litters produced and all dogs/puppies sold. I will use the “Breeder’s Record” that the UKC provides to 
me to maintain these records. I will report to the Registration Office of the United Kennel Club, Inc. any 
person who falsifies a registration, or knowingly misrepresents a pedigree. 
 
BREEDING 
 
- I shall plan each breeding with the paramount intention of improving the breed. 
- I will select the stud dog and brood bitch with an eye to conformation, temperament and working in-
stinct and ability, with a careful study of the breed standard and the principles of genetics. 
- I will not breed any male or female until they are both physically and mentally mature. 
- Before entering into any breeding arrangement, I will scrutinize the pedigree, conformation and work-
ing potential of both the sire and dam, keeping in mind the ideal of the breed. I have an obligation to 
refuse the breeding if, in my opinion, it is not in the best interest of the breed. 
- As a responsible stud dog owner, I understand that should I refuse a breeding, I will fully explain my 
reasons to the owner of the bitch. 
- I believe that only those dogs known to be free of serious or disqualifying defects should be used for 
breeding. I will not breed monorchids, cryptorchids, dogs with vicious or shy temperaments, or dogs with 
serious defects or disqualifications addressed in their breed standards. 
- As a responsible breeder, I will refrain from using a dog that, although free from serious or disqualify-
ing defects, consistently produces afflicted puppies. 
- I will encourage/require the buyers of pet quality puppies to spay or neuter them.  
 
HEALTH 
 
I will maintain high standards of health and care for my dogs, and guarantee the health of my puppies at 
the time of sale. 
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